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SUBJECT: GUNS-POR-NARCOTICS TRADING IN THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE 

REF: A. STATE 156066 
B. RANGOON 1893 

1 . WE HAVE PREQUENTLY REVIEWED WITH THE RTG 
PROCEDURES OP THE ROYAL THAI ARMY (RTA) AND THE 
THAI NATIONAL POLICE DEPARTMENT (TNPD) POR CONTROL- 
LING WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE 
OP ANY UNACCOUNTABLE LOSS OP RTA OR TNPD WEAPONS. 

2. SMUGGLED WEAPONS DISCOVERED IN THAILAND HAVE 
USUALLY ORIGINATED FROM LAOS. THE TNPD HAS BEEN 
COOPERATIVE IN PROVIDING US WITH THE SERIAL NUMBERS 
OP THESE WEAPONS POR TRACING. 

3. COMMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS: THE DEPARTMENT MADE TWO 
SUGGESTIONS IN REPTEL A: THAT WE REVIEW WITH HOST GOVERNMENT 
OPFICIALS EXISTING PROCEDURES POR CONTROLLING AND ACCOUNTING FOR 
MILITARY AND POLICE WEAPONS, AND THAT WE EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY 
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SYSTEMATIC IDENTIFICATION AND TRACING OF CERTAIN WEAPONS THE 
BURMA ARMY HAD CAPTURED. IN VIEW OF OUR CONTINUING DIALOGUE 
WITH THE RTG ON WEAPONS CONTROL, AND RTG COOPERATION WITH 
US ON THIS ISSUE, WE SEE NO NEED IN THAILAND FOR THE SUGGESTED 
REVIEW. IN REGARD TO FOSTERING LOCAL INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS, 
WE SUGGEST-GIVEN THE STATEMENT IN REFTEL B THAT THE GUB HAS 
NEVER LET EMBASSY RANGOON KNOW THE SERIAL NUMBERS OF THE 
CAPTURED WEAPONS-THAT IT MIGHT BE BETTER FOR RANGOON TO 
RECOMMEND THAT THE GUB APPROACH THE RTG DIRECTLY ON THIS 
ISSUE. IF THE GUB WILL SUPPLY THE SERIAL NUMBERS OF WEAPONS 
CAPTURED FROM BURMESE DISSIDENTS, WE BELIEVE THE TNPD WOULD 
COOPERATE IN HELPING TO TRACE THEIR ORIGIN IF THEY ARE FROM 
THAILAND. 

4. TO PAVE THE WAY FOR POSSIBLE APPROACH BY GUB, DCM 
DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT AUGUST 27 WITH DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 
OF SUPREME COMMAND KRIANGSAK AND SOLICITED HIS SUPPORT 

IN FURTHER EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT BETTER COOPERATION AMONG 
THAILAND, LAOS AND BURMA TO CURB TRADE IN ILLEGAL ARMS. 

DCM SUGGESTED, IN WAKE IMPROVED THAI RELATIONS WITH BURMA, 

THAT THIS WOULD BE GOOD TIME FOR CONCERTED RTG-GUB 
CAMPAIGN TO PUT END TO TRAFFIC WHICH CAUSED DIFFICULTIES 
FOR BOTH COUNTRIES. KRIANGSAK AGREED, BUT NOTED THAT 
BULK OF WEAPONS ENTERING BURMA ILLEGALLY COME FROM LAOS, 

NOT THAILAND. HE AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT MOST CROSS THAI 
TERRITORY, THOUGH RTG WOULD NOT HAVE SERIAL NUMBERS 
AVAILABLE FOR CHECKING ORIGIN. 

5. KRIANGSAK MENTIONED ALSO THAT HE WAS HAVING LUNCH HERE 
AUGUST 29 WITH BURMESE DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE TIN OO, 

WHO WOULD BE TRANSITING THAILAND EN ROUTE TO MALAYSIA. IF 
TIME PERMITS APPROACH TO HIM AND IF TIN OO SEEMS APPROPRIATE 
CHANNEL, THIS MIGHT BE GOOD WAY TO GET RTG-GUB DIALOGUE 
UNDER WAY. 

6. WE ARE PLACING THE GUNS-FOR-NARCOTICS TOPIC ON THE 
AGENDA FOR THE SEPTEMBER 18-20 TRI-COUNTRY NARCOTICS MEETING 
IN BANGKOK. 

UNGER 
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